galleys and also some printed copies of the Harijan number which was
to be published on the 23rd August, along with the whole press and
paraphernalia. On the same night and the next day they removed
essential parts of the printing machine and carried away copies of all
numbers, old and new, of the Harijan and its allied weeklies as well
as all the bound volumes of their files beginning from 1933 up to 1942.
Even the library, some manuscripts, files of common periodicals, the
typewriter, the cyclostyle and kerosene tins were taken away. All the
buildings of the publication department and the book-binding depart-
ment as well as the godown of printing papers were sealed.
In view of Gandhiji's public statement in the Harijan of 19-7-'42
to the effect that he has instructed the Manager to close down all the
weeklies as soon as orders for their closure were served by the Govern-
ment, the Manager would have carried out the instructions fully; but
the Government chose to act as they did. In the original order of
seizure there was nothing to warrant seizure of all our publications,
library etc., but the Government sealed all departments and put the
whole precincts under police and military protection.
This went on for about a month. Suddenly on the 25th of Septem-
ber, 1942, the City Magistrate inquired as to the Manager and called
him in his presence. He was informed verbally that everything except
the press, the printing papers and Harijan files was to be returned.
The next day, therefore, the seals were broken and the publications
were handed over. At the same time all blank printing papers, types
and other press furniture were stacked like grass on motor lorries and
removed. They wanted to return the press machine, but they refused
to return the essential parts of the machinery that they had removed.
The Manager was told to accept what was being given. He was further
informed that if he did not accept it as it was, the sentries would be
removed and then he would be responsible for the machine. The^
Manager in charge said, 'The machine cannot work without its
important parts. Why should I then accept it in its dismantled
condition?'
The City Magistrate then removed the sentries and put upon the
door of the building a notice to the effect that the building was no
more in the possession of the Government. The City Magistrate there-
after sent by registered post the keys of the building to the Manager
in charge of the Press, but he refused to accept them.
Thus the "Navajivan" Karyalaya has got back its publications, us
office library etc., but the quite unworkable and 'dismantled press* is
still lying in the building and the "Navajivan" Karyalaya is not in
possession of it. Printing papers worth about Rs. 50,000, the types,
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